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philanthropist, born at Hatfield, Mass. The
greater part of her life was spent in retire-
ment in her native town. In 1861 she came
into possession of a large estate left by her
father, Oliver Smith. She gave generously to
the founding of Smith College at Northamp-
ton, Mass. At her death she left for its foun-
dation nearly $400,000.

Smith, Sydney (1771-1845), English au-
thor and wit, born at Woodford, Essex. In
1802 he founded, with Jeffrey and Brougham,
the Edinburgh Review, He fought determin-
edly for Catholic emancipation; he attacked
the Ecclesiastical Commission in his Letters to
Archdeacon Singleton (1837); and is gen-
erally admitted to have been the most bril-
liant of the early contributors to the Edin-
burgh Review.

Smith, William Henry (1833-96), Am-
erican journalist and publicist. He became
an editorial writer on the Cincinnati Com-
mercial and the Cincinnati Gazette. In 1864
he was elected Secretary of State. In 1870 he
became agent in Chicago for the Western
Associated Press. He was appointed Collector
of the Port of Chicago in 1877. At the ex-
piration of his term he resumed charge of
the Western Associated Press, and effected its
consolidation with the Eastern Associated
Press in 1882, becoming general manager of
the new organization.

Smith, William Sooy (1830-1916), Am-
erican soldier and engineer, was born in
Tarlton, 0. He built the first all-steel rail-
road bridge in the world (Glasgow, Mo.) by
pneumatic process, and aided in the devel-
opment of plans for high steel buildings. He
invented the first pneumatic caisson, as well
as a new method of fireproof building.

Smith College, one of the leading insti-
tutions for the higher education of women
in the United States, located in Northampton,
Mass. It was founded through the generosity
yf Sophia Smith, of Hatfield, Mass., was in-
corporated and chartered in 1871, opened in
1875 with 14 students, and granted its first
degrees in 1879.

Smithfield, a district north of St. Paul's,
London, England. From the I2th century it
was a famous cattle market and the scene
of fairs, tournaments, executions, and burn-
ings of heretics* Wat Tyler was put to death
there in 1381. It is now the Central Meat
Market of London.

Smiths on, James (1765-1829), English
scientist and founder of the Smithsonian In-
stitution, was born in France. He resided for
many years of his life in Continental cities,

and gained special repute as an analytical
chemist. He bequeathed his property, in de-
fault of direct heirs, to the United States, to
found an institution at Washington. (See
SMTTHRONION INSTITUTION.)
Smithsonian Institution, The, a learned
institution in Washington, D. C., established
in 1846 under the terms of the will of James
Smithson, who bequeathed his fortune 'to the
United States of America, to found at Wash-
ington, under the name of the Smithsonian
Institution, an establishment for the increase
and diffusion of knowledge among men.'
This bequest, amounting to $508,31846, was
formally accepted by Congress, and the In-
stitution established by an act approved Aug.
jo, 1846. The objects of the Institution are:
first, to increase knowledge by original in-
vestigation, and, second, to diffuse knowledge,
not only in the United States, but throughout
the world, especially by its publications and
by promoting an interchange of scientific
thought among ull nations.
Its publications constitute the principal
medium for carrying out the fundamental
function of the Institution. The works issued
at the expense of the Institution proper are
distributed to the principal libraries of the
world. The achievements of the Institution
in the advancement of science are notable,
and it is the parent of many of the scientific
bureaus of the government, notably the
Weather Bureau, Bureau of Fisheries, and
National Advisory Committee for Aeronau-
tics, besides the government bureaus now
under its direction. In addition to the re-
searches carried on under its own roof, scien-
tific investigators in the United States, as
well as those abroad, have been aided. A
prominent field of activity is the scientific
exploration of regions imperfectly known,
not only in North America, especially the pre-
historic ruins of the Southwest, but through-
out the world.
Two medals are maintained by the Smith-
sonian Institution. The Hodgkins Gold Med-
al, founded in 1895, is awarded for excep-
tional contributions to the knowledge of the
nature and properties of atmospheric air, or
for original and practical application of ex-
isting knowledge of the air to the welfare of
mankind. The Langlcy Gold Medal was es-
tablished in 1908 in memory of Secretary
Langley and his contributions to the science
of aeronautics, 'to be awarded for specially
meritorious investigations in connection with
the science of aerodromics and its applica-
tion to aviation,* It was awarded in 1909 to